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Parents Will -  
- Choose whether your students will attend school: 

o on a hybrid schedule (2 days in school for in-person instruction with 3 days of virtual learning) or, 

o full-time virtual learning (zero days of in-person instruction at school).  

o see page 7 for more details. NOTE: deadline of Aug 10th to notify school if selecting full-time virtual learning. 

- If choosing the hybrid schedule, send your students to school for two full-days of in-person instruction (a schedule will 

be provided).   

- For all virtual learning, encourage and assist your students to participate in and complete virtual assignments  

- Read, sign (for each student) and return the Health Screening Commitment (page 21) to your child’s school. 

- Ensure your student’s meals are paid in advance by making monthly deposits through My School Bucks or by sending 

a check made payable to your student’s school. 

- Remind your students to practice safe and healthy behaviors. 

- Praise your students for hard work and healthy habits, building their self-esteem and confidence. Talk positively about 

your student’s education. 

- Ensure your students have a clean face covering to bring to school daily. GCPS will provide three washable masks per 

student. 

Students Will -  
- Wear a face covering at all times while on a school bus. 

- Wear a face covering while in school hallways and as directed by school staff. 

- Receive a school-issued electronic device and bring it to school, fully charged, when attending in-person instruction.  

Use proper care of the device and abide by the Acceptable Computer System Use Agreement signed upon your receipt. 

- Bring a clean refillable water bottle to school each day (GCPS will issue one per student). 

- Wash and/or sanitize your hands regularly. 

- Practice safe and healthy behaviors.  Learn – Grow – Have Fun! 

Teachers Will -  
- Wear face coverings and/or shields when physical distancing is not possible. 

- Provide remediation. 

- Provide instruction in new content. 

- Provide graded assignments. 

- Provide assessments for measured growth.  

- Provide a safe and caring classroom that supports and enhances all learning styles. 

- Provide virtual learning assignments and support. 

Schools Will -  
- Provide a safe and clean learning environment by providing sanitizing and nursing supplies as well as hand sanitizer 

and face coverings for students and staff.    

- Incorporate CDC guidelines in the day-to-day operations. 

- Arrange classrooms to ensure physical distancing be maintained. *Effective Nov. 16, 2020, Please reference 

Addendum #1  *Revised January 19, 2021 – Please reference Addendum #2 

- Limit visitors and screen all entering the building. 

- Limit the use of outside agencies’ use of school buildings. 

- Communicate with teachers, parents and staff of laboratory-confirmed cases. 

- Communicate with teachers, parents and staff of updates in state and health department guidelines and orders. 

- Provide technology devices for K-12 students and technology support and professional development for staff.     

A Quick Look at What’s Key in 20-21… 
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Developing Our  

Return-to-Learning  

Plan 
On March 13, 2020, the world of  

the students, staff, and families in 

Giles County, and all over the nation, 

changed drastically. We all found 

ourselves adjusting to new routines, 

new habits, and new approaches to 

our everyday lives. Education was no 

exception. 

 
After school systems shut down all across 

Virginia, committees were established 

within our schools and within our district 

for developing a plan for GCPS to reopen 

schools safely. Our dedicated team of 

teachers, guidance counselors, instructional 

technology resource teachers, technicians, 

building level administrators, county 

representative, health department 

representative, parents and central office 

staff have worked hard to create this Return-

to-Learning Plan.  It is our belief that this 

Plan provides the opportunity for our 

students and staff to return for high-quality 

learning in a safe environment. 

 
This plan focuses on beginning the year on a 

“hybrid” schedule with the opportunities of 

returning to 100% virtual learning or to a full 

return of in-face instruction as health 

conditions and Governor’s orders dictate.  

 
This document will provide you with 

information about our Return-to-

Learning Plan. We hope you find this 

document to be a helpful resource. 

Should you have any questions  

about the contents of our plan,  

please do not hesitate to contact  

your school or the school  

board office. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Return-to-Learning Plan has five primary 

Focus Areas: 

1. Instructional Program 

2. Teacher & Staff Support 

3. Health & Safety 

4. Student & Family Support 

5. Safety & Logistics 

 

In each of these Focus Areas, we 

considered a variety of factors. 

We needed to address topics and 

concerns such as the lack of 

internet connectivity, social and 

emotional supports, professional 

development, and best 

instructional practices. 

GCPS will continue to monitor 

this situation and when current 

data supports making changes to 

this plan, they will be made 

accordingly.   
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Return to Learning Plan 

ONE Instructional Program - Three Delivery Methods 

 

o GCPS will begin the 2020-2021 school year on Option # 2 - the Hybrid Schedule.   

o Parents have the option of choosing Full-Time Virtual Learning for their students. 

o GCPS will re-evaluate our plan and health conditions at the 4-week mark and will determine if 

the move to the Traditional In-Person method is warranted. *Effective Nov. 16, 2020, Please 

reference Addendum #1  *Revised January 19, 2021 – Please reference Addendum #2 

o GCPS will move to full-time Virtual Learning, Option #1, if Governor’s orders and health 

conditions dictate additional school closures. 

When completing Virtual Learning lessons, the following daily minimums are considered “Reasonable Efforts”: 

Elementary School – 2 hours, 

Middle School – 2.5 hours 

High School – 3 hrs. 

 

Option #1 

Full-Time Virtual Learning 

• All teachers will use the same 

Learning Management System, 

(CANVAS) accessing Virtual 

Virginia. 

• PK students will be provided 

remote learning activities. 

• Grades KG-2 students will 

receive Tablets. Grade 3 students 

will receive Probooks. Grades 4-

12 will receive Chromebooks. 

• CANVAS can support Google 

Suite, Virtual Virginia and other 

learning programs 

• For those without internet access, 

lessons and activities can be 

uploaded to devices or printed at 

school for students to access at 

home 

Option #2 

Hybrid Schedule 

• Students will be alternating 

between in-person instruction and 

virtual learning 

• Schedules will consist of ‘A’ days 

and ‘B’ days at school 

• ‘A’ days will be Mondays and 

Wednesdays, ‘B’ days will be 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 

• Students will be participating in 

virtual learning on other days and 

PK students will be provided 

remote learning activities. 

• Fridays will be utilized for 

targeted assistance and planning 

• Cleaning and Disinfecting will 

take place daily 

• Priority to keep families on the 

same schedule if they have 

students at multiple schools 

Traditional In-Person 

Instruction with ‘New 

Norms” 

 

GCPS will re-evaluate our 

plan and health conditions at 

the 4-week mark and will 

determine if the move to the 

Traditional In-Person method 

is warranted. 

All students will return to 

school and GCPS will 

implement any and all safety 

guidelines regarding: 

• Physical Distancing 

• Personal Protective 

Equipment 

• Screening 

• Large Gatherings 

• Athletics and Activities 

• Transportation 

• Cleaning and Disinfecting 
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GCPS Hybrid School Schedule 

 

As part of the Hybrid School Schedule, all students will be assigned a device to use for in-

person and at-home instruction. Students in grades 4 through 12 will use Chromebooks, 

students in grade 3 will be issued ProBooks and students in KG-2 will be issued Tablets.   

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

A-Day B-Day A-Day B-Day Virtual Learning / Teacher Planning  

It is very important that students remember to bring their devices, fully charged, on their 

assigned/in-person days.  Students without internet service will have their assignments 

downloaded. In addition, students will use their devices during instruction on in-person days.   

If your child is an A-Day Student: 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Attend school 
in-person for 
traditional 
instruction 

At-home 
instruction; 
complete 
assigned 
virtual 

learning 
assignments 

Attend 
school in-
person for 
traditional 
instruction 

At-home 
instruction; 
complete 
assigned 
virtual 

learning 
assignments 

At-home instruction; complete 
assigned virtual learning 

assignments 

 

If your child is a B-Day Student: 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

At-home 
instruction; 
complete 

assigned virtual 
learning 

assignments 

Attend school in-
person for 
traditional 
instruction 

At-home 
instruction; 
complete 

assigned virtual 
learning 

assignments 

Attend school in-
person for 
traditional 
instruction 

At-home 
instruction; 
complete 

assigned virtual 
learning 

assignments 
 

Students can only ride their assigned bus on their assigned days. 

 

Families will be provided the option of choosing Full-Time Virtual Learning for their child/children. 

Families will be able to choose this option and will need to communicate their request before August 

10, 2020 to their child’s principal. Please contact your school for additional details. 

*Effective Nov. 16, 2020, Please reference Addendum #1  *Revised January 19, 2021 – Please 

reference Addendum #2 
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Attendance 

Participation in school, whether in-person, hybrid or virtual learning, is essential.   

In addition, attendance is important and will be monitored.   

 

It is the parent’s responsibility to notify the school if/when a student is unable to 

participate for any reason. 

 

- After 5 unverified absences or 5 days of no interaction (distance learning), school administrators 

will attempt to contact the parent/guardian to develop a plan to address this issue.   

- After 7 unverified absences or 7 days of no interaction (distance learning), school 

administration will refer the student for truancy. 
 

Equitable Services 

Needs of students will be addressed by the following: 
 Students with disabilities will have their individual learning needs addressed as prescribed in their IEP. 

 Instruction will be differentiated during small group instruction, and assignments will be differentiated to 

meet students’ needs. 

 All students will be assessed to determine their instructional needs. Data from assessment results will be 

used to guide all tiers of instruction. 
   

New Instruction 
 

Students in GCPS will receive instruction in new content from their classroom teacher 

and specialty teachers.   

 

Students will be expected to complete assignments, as well as participate in class 

and virtual activities to receive credit/grades. 
 

The focus for in-person instruction for: 

- KG – 7 grade students will be Reading and Mathematics, while the focus for the 

virtual learning instruction for KG – 7 grade students will be Science and Social 

Studies.   

- Students in 8 – 12 grade will attend in-person classes based on the schedule they 

will be provided.  Each high school will have a slightly different schedule that 

they will follow.   

- Assessments will be given to students when we return to school to determine 

learning gaps due to the closure of schools in March.  Teachers will use this 

information to plan for remediation, as well as for new instruction.  Appropriate 

adjustments will be made to the CIP pacing guides to address skill gaps and to 

accommodate the hybrid learning schedule. 

- Elementary students will have Title 1 support for grades K-3 and PALS support 

in grades K-3. 
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TECHNOLOGY SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL 

LEARNING (SEL) 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

SUPPORT 

SAFETY 

 

Teacher & Staff Support 

Addressing Professional Development 

GCPS is committed to supporting our Teachers & Staff. The following 

Professional Development will prepare our teachers and staff to meet the 

new instructional challenges and needs of learners during our Return-to-

Learning. 

 

 
 

  

 

 

K-12 Canvas / Virtual 

Virginia 

Google Suite Resources 

Performance Matters 

Online Textbook Support 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Distance/Blended Classroom 

Strategies & Protocols 

Identifying, Addressing & 

Monitoring Learning Gaps 

Grading & Attendance 

 

 

 

 

 

SEL Class Activities 

Assessing Student Behavior 

Botvin Life Skills/Lions Quest 

Peaceline 

Character Counts 

Classroom Guidance / Career 

Awareness 

School Safety Meetings 

IACT / FAPT 

 

 

 

Hygiene & Disinfecting 

Physical Distancing Face 

Coverings 

Daily Screening 

Responsibilities 

Temperature Checks 
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Health & Safety Plan 
 

 

The following procedures and resources are in place as we continue to monitor the conditions that could potentially 

impact the health and safety of our staff and students: 

 

Committees 

Division-wide as well as school-wide which are comprised of teachers, administrators, Central Office staff, 

SNP staff, parents, bus driver, local health department representation, and maintenance/custodian 

representation.  Questions may be directed to either Dr. Terry E. Arbogast, II, Superintendent of schools 

and/or School Principals. 

New River Valley Health District 

A partnership has been established with the District Director, Dr. Noelle Bissell, and Mr. Jason Stinnett, 

Environmental Health Specialist. They are both readily available and have provided us with pertinent 

information as it becomes available.    

School Nurse 

o Each school has a nurse who works in full collaboration with the school principal and the 

Division-Wide School Health Coordinator who creates and directs safety and health protocols for 

student and staff health issues. 

o Student absences are monitored through Powerschool.  

o A trend in large absences will be monitored and shared with the Virginia Department of Health 

when warranted. 

o Isolation rooms are established for students and staff who may experience COVID-19 like 

symptoms while at school. 

School Messenger  

This system will continue to be used to update everyone about the mitigation strategies and changes in 

instructional schedules etc.  Positive cases detected while at school will be reported in a confidential 

manner to the appropriate officials.  School and division websites as well as GCPS social media outlets 

will be utilized to help educate and train all school community members. 

Face Coverings 

Face coverings have been ordered and will be provided to students and staff members for their use 

during the 2020-2021 school year.  Face coverings will be used as a mitigation strategy when 6 ft. 

physical distancing isn’t possible. *Effective Nov. 16, 2020, Please reference Addendum #1  *Revised 

January 19, 2021 – Please reference Addendum #2.  Close contact, as defined by the CDC guidelines 

on October 21,2020, is anyone who was within 6 feet of an infected person for a cumulative total of 15 

minutes or more over a 24-hour period starting from 2 days before illness onset (or, for asymptomatic 

patients, 2 days prior to test specimen collection) until the time the patient is isolated.    Refusal to 

comply with these guidelines will result in the following action: 

o Upon the first incidence, a phone call will be made to the parent/guardian.  

o Upon the second incidence, the parent/guardian will be asked to come and pick up the student 

and the student will be immediately placed on full-time virtual learning. 

The health department does a case investigation of every positive individual to determine who had a high-

risk exposure and needs to quarantine. The nature of the contact is a consideration along with distance and 

time, and whether or not masking occurred is considered as well. The health department is comfortable with 
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3 to 6 feet physical distancing with universal masking in place, and is prepared to do the appropriate 

investigation and contact tracing.  Masked contact within 6 ft. physical distance will not automatically be 

considered close contact for our local health department when going through the procedures for contact 

tracing. There is increasing data that universal masking does significantly reduce transmission risk, and 

globally there are schools using 3 to 6 feet physical distancing with universal masking and not seeing 

increased transmission. 

Mental Health 

A strong relationship exists with New River Valley Community Services (NRVCS).  They provide our 

school with school-based clinicians in order to provide mental health services to our students. 

Professional development training for all GCPS staff will be offered in the area of COVID-19 awareness 

and preparation.  

School Buses - *Effective Nov. 16, 2020, Please reference Addendum #1  *Revised January 19, 

2021 – Please reference Addendum #2 

o one student/family unit per seat,  

o staggered pattern from front to back, 

o students, drivers and other staff will all be required to wear face coverings on the bus,   

o windows will be lowered, when weather permits,   

o teacher assistants will be riding on the buses each day (M – Th) and will be 

conducting health screenings of all students on the bus, including temperature checks, 

o students who have a fever will be seated in a designated area of the bus and will be 

instructed to report directly to the nurses office when they arrive at school, 

o buses will be sanitized twice daily before and after each route, 

o bus routes will be posted on the Giles County School Board web page once they are 

finalized.  Parents are encouraged to bring their students to school. 

Behaviors That Reduce Spread of COVID-19 

Please be aware the following helps to prevent the spread of this and other viruses: 

o hand hygiene, 

o respiratory etiquette,  

o use of cloth face coverings,  

o staying home when sick,  

o physical distancing.   

Adequate supplies will be provided to promote healthy hygiene.  Preventative measure signs are posted 

in high traffic areas that offer reminders of ways to prevent the spread of COVID-19.   

Physical distancing 

Physical distancing will be followed in the classrooms, communal areas and buses to the greatest extent 

possible.  Gatherings of over 250 will not be allowed anywhere.  Close contact, as defined by the CDC 

guidelines on October 21,2020, is anyone who was within 6 feet of an infected person for a cumulative 

total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period starting from 2 days before illness onset (or, for 

asymptomatic patients, 2 days prior to test specimen collection) until the time the patient is isolated. 

The health department does a case investigation of every positive individual to determine who had a high-

risk exposure and needs to quarantine. The nature of the contact is a consideration along with distance and 

time, and whether or not masking occurred is considered as well. The health department is comfortable with 

3 to 6 feet physical distancing with universal masking in place, and is prepared to do the appropriate 

investigation and contact tracing.  Masked contact within 6 ft. physical distance will not automatically be 

considered close contact for our local health department when going through the procedures for contact 

tracing. There is increasing data that universal masking does significantly reduce transmission risk, and 

globally there are schools using 3 to 6 feet physical distancing with universal masking and not seeing 

increased transmission. 

Meals - *Effective Nov. 16, 2020, Please reference Addendum #1  *Revised January 19, 2021 – 
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Please reference Addendum #2 

Grab & Go breakfasts will be offered at each school and eaten in the classrooms. 

PK-3 students will be offered lunch in the cafeteria and will remain in the cafeteria to eat their lunch with 

physical distancing guidelines being adhered too. 

Grades 4-12 students will be offered lunch in the cafeteria.  Students will return and eat their lunch in 

their classroom. 

o All parents/guardians are encouraged to complete a free/reduced meal application. 

o Virtual students will be offered meals (paid/reduced/free) for weekly pick-up (parent/guardian 

must sign up a week in advance of when you’d like the meals to begin being made available). 
 Breakfast Lunch 

Elem/Middle   

Full $1.70 $2.30 

Reduced $0.30 $0.40 

Adult $2.30 $3.15 

High Schools   

Full $1.70 $2.45 

Reduced $0.30 $0.40 

Adult $2.30 $3.15 

Sports 

Guidance from the CDC as well as VHSL, regarding rec sports and school related sports will be followed.  

Health Checks 

Daily health screenings will be completed by all staff and students prior to entering the building and as 

needed per symptoms.  Teacher Assistants will be riding on the buses each day (M – Th) and will be 

conducting the health screenings of all students on the bus, including temperature checks.  Students who 

have a fever will be seated in a designated area of the bus and instructed to report directly to the nurse’s 

office when they arrive at school. 

Cleaning/Sanitization 

o custodians are trained and will provide increased cleaning to school facilities and frequently 

touched surfaces,   

o bus drivers/teacher assistants are trained in cleaning as it pertains to buses, 

o adequate cleaning supplies have been ordered to meet these new demands, 

o hand sanitizer is available in each classroom and on buses, 

o adequate student and staff supplies will be provided to minimize sharing, 

o due to safety protocols we are unable to prop doors open but ventilation systems are operating 

properly, 

o water fountains have been fitted to provide touchless access.  Water bottles are encouraged to be 

brought from home.   

At Risk Individuals 

Children falling under the CDC guidance for higher risk for severe illness from COVID-19 will be 

offered virtual learning and may work from home as needed.   

Procedures When Illnesses Occur 

o Isolation areas are designated for students/staff that present with symptoms.  

o Parents/guardians will provide transportation to isolated students, unless symptoms are 

so severe that they require emergency services.  

o Staff will transport themselves home if able and if symptoms are not severe. If 

symptoms are moderate to severe, staff will be transported via medical services to local 

health facilities.  

o Adequate cleaning and disinfection procedures will be followed for isolation areas and any other 

areas of exposure.  

o New River Valley Health District will be contacted to initiate any public health investigation, 
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contact tracing and consultation regarding the possibility of room closures, employee/student 

quarantines, or school closures.   

 

Closures – When Necessary 

The School Health Coordinator, Superintendent/Designee for division, and Principal at each school 

will work closely with the New River Valley Health District to determine which conditions will trigger 

a reduction in in-person classes and complete school closure.  

o Notifications will be sent to teachers, staff and parents of laboratory-confirmed cases of Covid-

19 associated within their school. 

o Communication with the New River Valley Health District (NRHD), and return to school 

policies, will be implemented before an exposed school community member is allowed to return. 

Athletics, Extracurricular Activities and Camps 

GCPS will follow the CDC Guidance for student athletes, including enhanced physical distancing, 

health and hygiene procedures, cleaning and disinfecting measures, and other mitigation strategies. 

These precautions will include, but are not limited to:  

o Daily health screenings of students and staff 

o Providing remote learning activities and drills for students and staff who are at a higher risk of severe 

illness. 

o The use of cloth face coverings by staff when at least 10 feet physical distancing cannot be maintained.  

o Limiting the number of participants 

o Sanitizing equipment after each use 

o Encouraging the use of face coverings in students, as developmentally appropriate, in settings where 

physical distancing cannot be maintained.   

o All coaches will have facial protection. 

o Health screenings are mandatory.  

o Head coaches will follow the school health screening guidance and ask each assistant coach/player the 

included COVID-19 screening questions (i.e. - if they have been sick in the last 24 hours/new cough, new 

fever, etc.).  If yes, they must leave immediately.  Also head coaches will take temperatures of assistant 

coaches/players and if they have 100-degree temperature or higher, they will be sent home immediately. 

o Time slots will be determined for each sport and adhered to.   

o Twenty total students will be allowed at the facility, with no more than 10 indoors at a time.   

o Coaches will watch the students wipe down equipment before and after each use.   

o All coaches and athletes must follow physical distancing and appropriate mitigation strategies. The weight 

room will be deeply sanitized each day after use. 

o Athletes and coaches will bring their own water.   

o Everyone will come dressed as no locker rooms will be available. 

o Gymnasiums may be used, but physical distancing guidelines must be followed. Gymnasiums will be 

sanitized after each use (or daily). 

o All coaches, student athletes and extracurricular supervisors will receive training regarding CDC, VDOE 

and VHSL guidelines regarding practices and activities during Phase II and Phase III of the return to 

school. 

Drivers Education 

Behind-the-wheel instruction for our students resume, under the following precautions, but not 

limited to: 

o There will be one student driver and one student observer with the instructor at a time 

o Both the instructor and students will wear face coverings while in the car together 

o Both the instructor and students will wash their hands prior to the lesson and following 

the lesson and hand sanitizer will be available within the car to use 

o Following the students training, the instructor will disinfect/clean the car 
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o Daily health screenings for both the student and staff member will be conducted, with the 

principal/designee conducting the instructor/staff member health screening and the 

instructor/staff member conducting the student’s health screening.  Temperatures will be 

taken and recorded for each person each day. 

o Once behind-the-wheel instruction begins, there will not be any stops/visits to other 

facilities or businesses.  
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-  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Health Screening: Before Going to School 
 

Students and staff are asked to do a health screening at home at 

the start of each day and not attend school if they are having any 

symptoms of Covid-19.  

 

Check all boxes that apply: 

 

 A new fever (100.4°F or higher) or a sense of having a fever 

 A new cough that cannot be attributed to another health 

condition 

 New shortness of breath that cannot be attributed to another 

health condition 

 New chills that cannot be attributed to another health 

condition 

 A new sore throat that cannot be attributed to another health 

condition 

 New muscle aches (myalgia) that cannot be 
attributed to another health condition or 

specific activity (such as physical exercise) 

 

If an individual answers YES to any of the screening questions 

before arriving, they should stay home and not enter the building. 

 

Important!  To help meet the expectations of in-person classes, all Parents and Students must 

commit to the guidelines in the attached     Appendix A – Health Screening Commitment.   
Please sign and return to your child’s school.   

 

A copy of this agreement must be on file prior to a student’s attendance in in-person classes.  

Students who do not have a copy of this agreement on file may attend school through full-time 

virtual learning.  

Buses and vehicles will be 

cleaned and disinfected after 

morning and afternoon runs 

Classrooms and 

materials will be 

cleaned and 

disinfected daily. 

Restrooms checked 

and cleaned 

throughout the school 

day 

Water bottle fillers checked and 

cleaned throughout the school 

day 

Offices and hallways checked 

and cleaned throughout the 

school day 

New cleaning materials 

New cleaning schedules 

Accessibility to cleaning and 

disinfecting products and 

supplies for all faculty and staff 

Additional hand sanitizing 

stations at each school 

Limited access to ensure better 

sanitation and cleaning 

 

Cleaning & 
Disinfecting 
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Student or Staff Member Suspected of 

Having COVID-19 
 

 

• If an employee or student displays symptoms consistent with 

COVID-19 at school, he/she will immediately report to the 

school’s isolation room at the direction of the school nurse. 

• Once the employee or student arrives at the isolation room, 

immediately provide them with appropriate PPE. Explain 

that this is to help protect other employees and students and 

prevent the spread of the potential virus. 

• The nurse will consult with the nursing supervisor and call 

the local health department. 

• The nurse and others attending the suspected infected person 

should also wear a protective mask and gloves while 

working with the suspected infected person. 

• The nurse will direct the ill employee to leave work or call 

the parent/guardian of the student to be picked up and sent 

home. 
o Upon arriving, the parent/guardian should call the 

school and notify the office of their arrival. A staff 

member will walk the student out to meet their 

parent/guardian. 

• The isolation area and suspected employee’s or student’s 

work area/classroom must be thoroughly cleaned and 

disinfected, in addition to all other common surfaces recently 

touched by the employee or student. 

 

Important Safety 

Measures 
• Personal Protective Equipment 

provided to Students, Teachers 

& Staff (Protect yourself and 

others) 

• Physical Distancing - *Please 

Reference Addendums 1 & 2 

• Designated isolation rooms in 

each school 

• Safety & Logistic signage 

throughout buildings 

• Breakfast (Grab & Go) will be 

offered at each school and 

eaten in the classrooms. 

Grades 4-12 will also eat their 

lunch in classrooms.  

• Visitor restrictions (No 

classroom volunteers, no 

parent lunches with students, 

no guest speakers, no use of 

facilities by outside groups) 

• Travel restrictions (Field Trips, 

Conferences) 

• Classroom arrangements 

(Spacing, No communal areas) 

• Bus seating *Please Reference 

Addendums 1 & 2 

• Students will only ride 

assigned bus 

• Vaccination 

requirements/guidelines are 

still in effect 

• Water bottle fillers only, no 

fountains 

• Touchless paper towel 

dispensers have been installed 

• No large gatherings 

• Hand washing encouraged, 

hand sanitizer stations in 

classrooms and hallways 

 

Student or Staff Member has COVID-19 

In the event that a student or staff member has been 

diagnosed with COVID-19, the school/office building may 

be closed for a period of 2-5 days (consultation with 

Virginia Department of Health). If possible, only the 

impacted classroom/school/office building will be closed. 

If school has to be closed, Option #1-Virtual Learning, for 

all students in that school will be utilized. 

Notifications will be sent to teachers, staff and parents 

of laboratory-confirmed cases of Covid-19 associated 

within their school. 
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Students 

• Reconnecting with Peers and Staff 

• Pre-K and Kindergarten Outreach 

• 8th Grade Transitions 

• Growing New Connections 

• Emotional/Social Supports 

 

 

 

 

Families 
• Re-engaging with Community Schools 

• Providing Parent Resources 

• Homeless and EL Outreach 

• Supporting Parents as Teachers 

• Inviting Parent Participation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For additional information on Student & Family Support, please  visit the following sites: 

• http://www.doe.virginia.gov/families/families/index.shtml 

• https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-

podcasts/school- climate-safety-and-crisis/health-crisis-resources/helping-

children-cope-with-changes- resulting-from-covid-19 

• https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/managing-stress- 

anxiety.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronaviru

s%2F20 19-ncov%2Fprepare%2Fmanaging-stress-anxiety.html 

Student & Family Support 

Addressing the social and emotional needs of 

students, with a focus on family engagement 

and partnership. 
 
GCPS is committed to providing continuity of support to families 

and students. The following initiatives will help families and 

students acquire the knowledge and resources needed during our 

Return to Learning. 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/families/families/index.shtml
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-climate-safety-and-crisis/health-crisis-resources/helping-children-cope-with-changes-resulting-from-covid-19
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-climate-safety-and-crisis/health-crisis-resources/helping-children-cope-with-changes-resulting-from-covid-19
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-climate-safety-and-crisis/health-crisis-resources/helping-children-cope-with-changes-resulting-from-covid-19
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-climate-safety-and-crisis/health-crisis-resources/helping-children-cope-with-changes-resulting-from-covid-19
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-climate-safety-and-crisis/health-crisis-resources/helping-children-cope-with-changes-resulting-from-covid-19
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/managing-stress-anxiety.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fprepare%2Fmanaging-stress-anxiety.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/managing-stress-anxiety.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fprepare%2Fmanaging-stress-anxiety.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/managing-stress-anxiety.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fprepare%2Fmanaging-stress-anxiety.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/managing-stress-anxiety.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fprepare%2Fmanaging-stress-anxiety.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/managing-stress-anxiety.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fprepare%2Fmanaging-stress-anxiety.html
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Safety & Logistics 

Addressing the matters that will impact instruction 
 
 

 

GCPS is committed to keeping our students, staff, and school 

community safe. We are planning to meet the demands and 

expectations of this challenging time. The following are some items 

that we are addressing in our final plan:

 

 

Safety Measures 

• Health Plan submitted to the 

VDOE 

• Health screening procedures 

• Disinfecting procedures and 

cleaning schedules 

• Face coverings for teachers and 

staff 

• The following will be implemented 

for students based on health 

guidelines: 

o Face coverings 

o Physical distancing 

o Small groups 

 

Logistics 

• Plans for pupil transportation 

• Schedules for schools 

• Capacity in classrooms and 

learning spaces 

• Technology implementation 

• Food service delivery 

• Athletics and extra-curricular 

activities 

• Cleaning and disinfecting 

materials and supplies 

• Training for teachers and staff 

• Communication plans with 

families and school community 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Please note: Plans are constantly changing, and are dependent on many factors and suggestions 

from officials and organizations (Executive Orders from the Governor, Health Department 

Guidelines, VDOE Plans for Re-opening Schools, etc.). Stay tuned for additional updates and 

specifics of our Return-to-Learning Plan as we approach the beginning of the 2020-2021 school 

year. 

*Effective November 16, 2020, Please Reference Addendum #1 and Effective January 19, 2021 Addendum 

#2 for Additional Information 
 

Giles County Public 

Schools is constantly 

utilizing information and 

guidelines from various 

resources when considering 

our plans for implementing 

our Return-to-Learning 

Plan: 

Virginia Department of 

Education (VDOE) 

Virginia Department of 

Health (VDH) 

Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention 

(CDC) 

Local and Regional 

Health Officials 

Virginia High School 

League (VHSL) 
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Arrival & Dismissal 
 

Arrival 

o All students will be health screened (temperature and symptoms) 

o Students will report directly to their first assigned class 

o Students will eat breakfast in their classrooms 

o Teachers and staff will be in classrooms and hallways to 

supervise 

 

Dismissal 

Each school will create a plan to dismiss students in small groups 

for dismissal: 

As walkers 

To Buses 

To Parent/Guardian for Pick-Up 

To Personal Vehicles in the Parking Lot 
 

 

Check-Out Procedures for Students 
To check-out students during the school day, parents/guardians should call 

the school office upon arrival to the school. Office staff will escort students 

outside to verify identity and obtain appropriate signatures. 
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Reminders 

o COVID-19 cases will occur, and classrooms/schools may have to close. 

o Face Coverings:  Refusal to comply with the guidelines will result in the following 

action: 

o Upon the first incidence, a phone call will be made to the parent/guardian.  

o Upon the second incidence, the parent/guardian will be asked to come and pick up 

the student and the student will be immediately placed on full-time virtual 

learning. 

o Be ready for Virtual Learning to be implemented on short notice. Please 

make sure students bring home their electronic device daily. 

o The Return-to-Learning Plan will constantly be monitored and adjusted as needed. 

o We understand that there is no ‘perfect’ plan, however, we are implementing a 

plan that we feel is best for our students and staff based on the limitations we 

have in regards to logistics and recommendations. 

o We greatly appreciate the support of our families and school communities. 

o Continue to be safe, be patient, and be ready. 

 

 

 

Together, as a team, we look forward to addressing the challenges and 

achieving successes every day!  Thank you for your ongoing support. 
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Appendix A 
 

COVID-19 Health Screening Commitment 
2020-21 

 

To help meet the expectations of in-person classes, you must commit to the following guidelines: 

 

1. Ensure that students are free of Covid-19 symptoms prior to attending school each day.  

a. The CDC lists common symptoms as: fever or chills, cough, shortness of 

breath/difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle/body aches, headache, new loss of taste or 

smell, sore throat, congestion/runny nose, nausea/vomiting, and/or diarrhea.  

b. For fever, we define it as a temperature of 100.4 or higher, without medication.  

c. Students who display symptoms should stay home and parents should notify the 

school. 

2. Ensure that students have not been in close contact with someone either testing positive for 

Covid-19, or is awaiting test results. Students who have been in close contact should stay 

home and parents should notify the school. 

3. Make prompt arrangements to pickup a student when the school notifies you that your child 

is ill.  

4. Support and encourage compliance with mitigation strategies being applied in the school 

(physical distancing, use of face coverings, etc.). 

 

A copy of this agreement must be on file prior to a student’s attendance in in-person classes. 

Students who do not have a copy of this agreement on file may attend school under the remote or 

virtual models. 

 

 

“I understand and acknowledge the risk of exposure or infection that may result from in-

person classes and agree to these expectations.” 

 

 

 

      

Printed Parent Name Signature Date 

 

 

 

      

Printed Student Name Signature Date 

(Grades 6 & Above) 
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Return to Learning Plan – Updated November 10, 2020 
Addendum 1 

 
Effective November 16th, 2020 all Pre-K – 3rd grade students will have the ability to transition to 
4 days a week of in-person instruction.  With this transition, students and staff within these grade 
levels will be required to wear masks at all times (except while eating) because the physical 
distancing goal for these grade levels will be 3 feet, along with the continuation of the other 
safety measures listed within our Return to Learning Plan (i.e. – promoting the washing of hands, 
temperature checks, daily cleaning, etc.).  A final decision will be made by noon time on 
November 10th, 2020 (during a scheduled School Board work session) to make sure that 
conditions are still acceptable for this plan to proceed and that items are in place to move 
forward.  Once PreK-3rd grade students return for 4 days a week, the Hybrid model/schedule will 
no longer be an option for those grade levels.   
 
Parents of students in PreK-3rd grade will be asked to make a decision on whether their child will 
attend 4 days a week or be a full-time virtual student once these changes are made.  This 
decision will need to be made by Friday, October 30th and this choice will remain in effect for the 
remainder of the 2020-21 school year.  This decision is required because an accurate student 
count for each class is necessary so that we can ensure the minimum of 3 ft. physical distancing 
and overcome any other logistical challenges.  However, students who are attending school 4 
days a week, can go to full-time virtual at any point if parents feel it is in the best interest of their 
child.     
 
Students in the 4th through 12th grades will continue under the current Hybrid Instructional 
Model (Group A students – Monday/Wednesday; Group B students – Tuesday/Thursday, with 
virtual instruction on the other days) until a decision is made to begin transitioning more grade 
levels to in-person learning.  When this decision is made, information for those grade levels will 
be communicated at that time. 
 
Cafeterias 
 
In order to maintain 6 ft. physical distancing when students are eating lunch, different areas 
within the school may be utilized to eat lunch.  For example, some students may eat within the 
cafeteria with 6 ft. physical distancing, as well as within the classroom, and/or other areas that 
will be identified by each school.  Physical distancing of 6 ft. will be maintained when eating.  In 
addition, those areas being used to eat, will be cleaned after each use. 
 
Arrival/Dismissal and Transportation 
 
The instructional day will change to 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for all students in the 
elementary/middle schools.  Doors will be open at 8:00 a.m. for drop off and bus arrivals and the 
day will end at 2:30 p.m., with parent pick-up beginning at that time.  Following this, buses will be 
loaded for the remaining students. 
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In addition, all buses will return to their traditional routes from previous years.  Buses will operate 
their complete routes each day in order to pick-up students for attendance.  With the addition of 
more in-person instruction, more students may be on the bus and the requirement of wearing 
masks on the buses will continue moving forward, as well as temperature checks.  These 
traditional routes will be posted on the SB webpage, as well as each schools webpage, 
beginning on November 9th.  Please see the following diagram of the school bus showing how 
the buses will be loaded.  Keep in mind that siblings from the same family unit will still be able to 
sit together on one seat as they load the bus.   
 

X O        X 

X        O            X 

X O        X 

X        O            X 

X  O        X 

X        O            X 

X O        X 

X        O            X 

X O        X 

X       O            X 

X 
Empty 
Seat 

Door Driver 

 

 

 

1. Masks must be worn by passengers at all times.   

2. Start loading from the back to the front- All Xs first. 

3. Load Os from the back to the front only after all Xs are seated. 

4. Keep the seat behind the driver empty.  
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Return to Learning Plan – Updated January 19, 2021 
Addendum 2 

 
 
Grades 4-7:  effective January 19, 2021 all 4th-7th grade students will have the ability to 
transition to 4 days a week (Mon-Thurs) of in-person instruction.  Once 4th-7th grade students 
return for 4 days a week, the Hybrid model/schedule will no longer be an option for those grade 
levels.  Parents of students in 4th-7th grade have been asked to make a decision on whether 
their child will attend 4 days a week or be a full-time virtual student. This choice will remain in 
effect for the remainder of the 2020-21 school year.  Students who are attending school 4 days a 
week, can go to full-time virtual at any point if parents feel it is in the best interest of their child.     
 
Grades 8-12:  students in grades 8-12 will continue under the current Hybrid Instructional Model 
(Group A students – Monday/Wednesday; Group B students – Tuesday/Thursday, with virtual 
instruction on the other days).  Effective January 26, 2021, all 8th-12th grade students will have 
the ability to transition to 4 days a week (Mon-Thurs) of in-person instruction.  Parents of 
students in grades 8-12 have been asked to make a decision on whether their child will attend 4 
days a week or be a full-time virtual student. This choice will remain in effect for the remainder of 
the 2020-21 school year. Students who are attending school 4 days a week, can go to full-time 
virtual at any point if parents feel it is in the best interest of their child.      
 
With both of these transitions, students and staff within these grade levels will be required to 
wear masks at all times (except while eating) because the physical distancing goal for these 
grade levels will be 3 feet, along with the continuation of the other safety measures listed within 
our Return to Learning Plan (i.e. – promoting the washing of hands, temperature checks, daily 
cleaning, etc.). 
 
 
Cafeterias 
 
In order to maintain 6 ft. physical distancing when students are eating lunch, different areas 
within each school may be utilized to eat lunch.  For example, some students may eat within the 
cafeteria with 6 ft. physical distancing, as well as within the classroom, and/or other areas that 
will be identified by each school.  Physical distancing of 6 ft. will be maintained when eating.  In 
addition, those areas being used to eat, will be cleaned after each use. 
 
 
Arrival/Dismissal and Transportation 
 
The instructional day for all elementary/middle school students will remain 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  
On January 26th, 2021, the instructional day for each high school will remain 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m.  Any changes to these times will be communicated as soon as possible. 
 


